Press release
Members of the German Bundestag inform themselves about the
Kuwert project – a self-financing solution against plastic in the
environment
His Excellency Dr. M'Baimba Lamin Baryoh, Ambassador of the Republic of Sierra Leone, Prof.
Dr. Martin Wittmaier from the Institute for Energy, Recycling and Environmental Protection at
Bremen University of Applied Sciences and Berend Pruin from TECHNOLOG services GmbH
have informed members of the Bundestag about the project Kuwert at the Paul-Löbe-Building in
Berlin.
Plastics are cheap, have outstanding properties and can be found in all areas of life. However,
plastics also endanger humans and the environment exceedingly. Macroplastics are released into
the environment and also the seas in the event of inappropriate disposal or through
displacement. In addition to the apparent effects of macroplastics in the maritime ecosystem
(pollution of beaches, dead animals, etc.), by the influence of sun, wind and waves from
macroplastics ultimately results microplastics. With the uptake of microplastics by marine
organisms, microplastics enter the food chain. It is foreseeable that humans will endanger their
food bases to a considerable extent.
Due to their fine distribution, micro- and macroplastics are not to be removed in significant
quantities for technical and economic reasons from marine ecosystems. It is therefore essential
to reduce the entry of micro- and macroplastics into the sea in order to protect ecosystems and
preserve our food bases.
While in countries with functioning waste disposal systems hardly any macroplastics reach the
environment, in countries with only limited functioning waste disposal systems, significant
amounts of plastic waste end up in the environment. Within the framework of the publicly funded
project Kuwert1, with the support of the University of Mauritius and the University of Sierra Leone,
the partners “Institute for Energy, Recycling and Environmental Protection at Bremen University
of Applied Sciences”, “TECHNOLOG services GmbH” and “Nehlsen AG” developed a concept for
the vessel-based collection of valuable plastic waste in the coastal areas of western Africa. By
implementing the project, approximately 64,000 tonnes of plastic waste would be recovered per
year and would not end up in the environment, approximately 1,500 full-time jobs would be
created in western Africa and climate-damaging emissions would be reduced by about 60,000
tonnes of CO2eq. per year.
The following pictures give an impression of the event. Further information at www.KuWert.hsbremen.de

1

The Kuwert project was funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF). The research focus
"Plastics of the environment – sources, sinks, solutions" is part of the Green Economy flagship initiative of the BMBF
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Framework Programme "Research for Sustainable Development (FONA .
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Vessel-based processing platform for plastic waste

Oliver Grundmann (MdB) welcomes Ambassador of the Republic of Sierra Leone, H.E. Dr.
M'Baimba Lamin Baryoh
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Presentation at the conference room in the Paul-Löbl-Building

Prof. Dr. Wittmaier informs about prospects for recycling plastic waste in less developed
countries

